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Mutchelknaus, Stroup get new jobs for fall 
By Timmi Lunsford 

Assistant principal Kevin 
Mutchelknaus will be leav­
ing Riggs to be the princi­
pal at Jefferson Elementary 
this summer. Athletic direc­
tor Mike Stroup will become 
the new assistant principal. 

"I am moving to Jeffer­
son because the opportuni­
ty came, and I took it. I en­
joyed being the elementa­
ry principal in Alaska, and I 
said I would take the job if 
it came to me in South Da­
kota," said Mutchelknaus. 

"I think Riggs is one of 
the top high schools in South 
Dakota, and I will miss the 
staff a lot. Our staff is over­
worked and underappre-

"I am excited about the 

challenge of becoming 

the new assistant 

principal, but I look 

forward to keeping in 

contact with athletics." 

-Mike Stroup

dated. I also think that we 
have a student body that 
is second to none," he said. 

Though he cites the great 
school and student body, 
there are struggles in be­
ing the assistant principal. 
The position requires pa­
tience and understanding.  

Athletic director- Mike Stroup will 
become assistant pr-incipal next 
fall. 

"I think the one thing I 
won't miss is the stressful­
ness of handling troubled 
students. Elementary school 
is a different level, and I think 
it will have a lower stress 
level," said Mutchelknaus. 

"I really do look forward 

to moving on, and I am a per­
son who needs changes and 
likes change. I think it will 
be an opportunity to grow 
personally and profession­
ally," said Mutchelknaus. 

With him leaving, Stroup 
will be taking the assistant 
principal position next year. 

"I am excited about the 
challenge of becoming the 
new assistant principal, but 
I look forward to keeping 
in contact with athletics. I 
also think that the assistant 
principal and athletic di­
rector have similar respon­
sibilities, such as enforc­
ing policies," said Stroup. 

Forthepast27years,Stroup 
has been a superintendent, 
high school principal for four 

years, and athletic director. 
"I think that one of my 

strengths in the school sys­
tem is working with stu­
dents," said Stroup. 

"I look forward to making 
T.F. Riggs the most positive 
experience for students, and 
if anyone has suggestions or 
recommendations, my door 
will al ways be open, and I will 
always listen," Stroup said. 

Mutchelknaus will 
take his experience from 
Riggs and previous oc­
cupations into account 
when moving to Jefferson. 

"I think I try to do the best 
I can to make a difference as 
an educator, and I want the 
best for students in the com­
munity," said Mutchelknaus. 

Student Senate raises money with Penny Wars 
By Tyler Coverdale 

When you think of 
raising money for char­
ity, you most likely 
think about telethons 
with smiling phone 
operators or people 
in Santa hats ringing 
bells outside Wal-Mart. 
These warm and fuzzy 
fundraisers are nice but 
lack some excitement. 

What they lack is 
competition. The fear 
of losing makes peo­
ple work harder; this is 
something many fund­
raisers try to achieve 
but fail. The Student 
Senate's Penny Wars is 
most definitely not one 
of these fundraisers. 

What Penny Wars 

has that few other 
fundraisers do is that 
students can do more 
than just put their class 
ahead; they can put 
other classes behind. 
Everyone has seen the 
signs around the school, 
"Pennies are positive; 
all else is negative." 

This ability to mess 
with other classes' to­
ta ls is what makes Pen­
ny Wars so much fun. 

A person will bring 
a gallon bag of 300 
pennies and be pret­
ty proud for giving 
to Children's Mira­
cle Network. But then 
next period comes in. 

A student looks at 
the previous class's 
bucket, filled with 300 

pennies, puts a five­
dollar bill in it and 
chuckles to himself. 

Not only did this 
student get to give to 
charity, but she got to 
fuel the fire of the com­
petition. This process 
is repeated throughout 
the week, the tension 
building each day. Then 
finally Friday comes, 
and students are pull­
ing out all the stops. 

Classes who wait­
ed until the last day to 
bring money literally 
bring in hundreds of 
dollars not just to give 
to charity or to get a 
pizza party but also just 
to have the somewhat 
guilty pleasure of mak­
ing someone else lose. 

This is what drives stu­
dents to give so much, 
and Children's Mira­
cle network is grate­
ful for every penny. 

"Last year, students 
from all English classes 
combined raised a stag­
gering total of $1700. 
Hopefully since stu­
dents have more ex­
perience with Penny 
Wars this year, those 
numbers will grow" 
said Student Senate ad­
viser Darlene Neiles. 

So now that you're 
done reading this ar­
ticle, go put a few dol­
lar bills in other class­
es' jars before you leave 
school for the day. 

It's all for a 
good cause, right? 
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Fr-eshman Kelsey Nameniuk adds her- change to the penny 
war- jar-s in an English classr-oom this week. 


















